PUPPETS THROUGH AMERICA
which were carefully hung on coat-hangers, we sat around
and conversed about everything.
Art was to the fore, and we examined some surrealist
productions of our host, such as a black tooth-brush, a shoe-
horn and an ice cream carton mounted on a board, with a
tennis ball dangling on a string from the mysterious con-
fection.  There were photographs of other similar and very
effective creations, though what the effect was exactly it
would be difficult to say.   I thought at first, at sight of the
Gaguins and Cezannes, that the students were hopelessly
old-fashioned, but it was obvious that they were toying with
the abstract and the significant, and would soon be beyond
even that.   As to music, they knew all about that.   They
had just come through a course and knew that what they
had to look for in a symphony, for instance, were the
wonderfully interwoven patterns, but the difficulty was they
got so interested in the music that they forgot to look for
the patterns!   In fact, there were very few flies on these
students, and they were well protected from imbibing a
lot of ready-made " stooge " by a plentiful supply of the
American sense of irony.
It was impossible to escape a catechism on the recent
abdication, and although the company could handle great
names easily and toss a bit of gossip about with any man, yet
it was the theoretic background that interested them, and
they had come to the conclusion that it was necessary for a
state to have a figure-head, a unifying symbol free of all
party interests.   They were intensely interested in the
modern scene; we had discovered that in the literature
studies, where there was a tendency to relate literature to
the social question, and to judge its merits upon how it
applied and was useful to social developments.  One student
had been killed as a volunteer fighting for the Spanish
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